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If you would, please turn in your Bibles to Matthew chapter 27.

The death of Jesus Christ for the sins of mankind stands as one of the most perplexing and beautiful events in the history of humankind. 

I say “perplexing” because for many, when they hear about the death of Jesus they can’t quite get their minds around what the death of a Jewish teach 2,000 years ago has to do with their lives today.

They see Jesus much more like George Washington and the cherry tree, “I can’t tell a lie” kind of thing. It’s a nice story and all, but what does is have to do with me? 

That’s what I mean by perplexing. People don’t quite understand the depth of its meaning.

But, the death of Christ on the cross is also, easily, the most beautiful thing in human history.

It’s beautiful in that what we see happening in the death of Jesus Christ is God reconciling us to God and creating a people, the covenant community of faith, which is both universal and local. 

We’re going to dive back into the Apostles’ Creed. 

This is the fifth week of our series through the creed. We’ve read the creed together these last four weeks and we’re going to continue to do that today. 

As we read the creed together publicly, we are connecting ourselves to thousands of years of Christian history. We’re saying, “We believe what Christians have believed for a long, long, long time.”

Let’s read this together as the family of God.

“I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended to hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and sits on the right hand of the Father Almighty, from whence he shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting, amen.”

The phrase we are going to focus on this morning is that Jesus “Suffered under Pontius Pilate, crucified, dead, and buried.” 

Now this phrase deals with the facts of the death of Jesus and that He suffered under Pontius Pilate. These facts cannot be argued historically. 

Jesus Christ suffered under Pontius Pilate and was killed by means of crucifixion. He physically died. He didn’t swoon; he didn’t just pass out and later wake up, he died, and he was buried in a rich man’s tomb. 

All of that can easily be shown to be historically accurate by using outside non-Christian sources. But, I don’t want to spend our time simply on the facts. 

What I do want to spend our time this morning is looking at the underling truth, the implications of what occurs as a result of the death of Jesus Christ; namely, that the death of Jesus Christ reconciles us to God and creates a covenant community of faith that is both universal and local. 
With that said, let’s look at John 18, starting in verse 28. At this point, Jesus has already been arrested. He has already been severely beaten twice. 

John 18:28 “Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas [the high priest] to the governor’s headquarters. It was early morning. They themselves did not enter the governor’s headquarters, so that they would not be defiled, but could eat the Passover. 

29 So Pilate went outside to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this man?” 30 They answered him, “If this man were not doing evil, we would not have delivered him over to you.” 

31 Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death.” 32 This was to fulfill the word that Jesus had spoken to show by what kind of death he was going to die. 

33 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” 

35 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have you done?” 

36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews.”

If you know this story, they actually started in the Garden of Gethsemane. When the guards arrived to arrest Jesus, Peter pulled his sword and cut off the ear of one of the servants of the high priest. 

Jesus told him, “Put away the sword” and put the servant’s ear back on. 

This all starts with Jesus saying, in essence, “Look, Peter, no one is taking me. I’m going.”

John 18:37 goes on to read; “Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.”

Pilate asks in verse 38 an existential question that still floats in the air today. “Pilate said to him, ‘What is truth?’ 

John continues in the 38: After he [that is Pilate] had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, ‘I find no guilt in him. But you have a custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover. So do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?’ They cried out again, ‘Not this man, but Barabbas!’ Now Barabbas was a robber.” 

We find out in another gospel he was a robber and also a murderer. 

In John 19:1 we continue to read: “Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him.” That is, ripped the skin off his back.

John 19:2 “And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. 3 They came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with their hands. 

4 Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that you may know that I find no guilt in him.” 

5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” 

6 When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” 

Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in him.” 

7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has made himself the Son of God.” 

8 When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. 9 He entered his headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 

10 So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” 

11 Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” 

12 From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are not Caesar’s friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.” 

13 So when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha. 

14 Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” 

15 They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” 

The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 16 So he delivered him over to them to be crucified.”

If we had time to go to the rest of the Gospels… The Gospels are different perspectives on the same event. What we see here is just a microcosm of the abuse Jesus endures under Pontius Pilate. 

The Bible tells us they pull the beard out of his face. They spit on him. They mock him. They belittle him. 

They do everything possible to shame him. They strip him naked. They try to remove any sense of dignity he might have. He’s treated as some sort of circus freak.

He’s sent over to Herod for a little while. Herod wants Jesus to do miracles for him. Jesus refuses, so Herod then has him beaten and sent back to Pilate. 

This isn’t even the crucifixion yet. This isn’t carrying your cross… 

In fact, the beating Jesus endured before he was meant to carry his cross was so severe he couldn’t carry his cross, so they had to pull a man out of the crowd, Simon of Cyrene, to carry the cross for Jesus to Golgotha, where they would drive nails through his hands and his feet.

The only way to breathe on the cross would be to push up on the nail driven through your feet in order to gasp to get air into your lungs to drop back down. You drowned in your own blood. 

The Romans had perfected the most excruciating, horrific way to die imaginable. 

To say Jesus, “Suffered under Pontius Pilate, crucified, dead, and buried” is to put it lightly.

So what’s going on? How can we look at that and go, “That’s beautiful”? 

How many of you are wearing a cross on your neck? That’s a little crazy, isn’t it? A cross is like a little electric chair trinket. Like on that little Pandora bracelet of yours… “Oh, what’s that?” “Oh, it’s an electric chair.” 

That’s what we’ve done here. We’ve made one of the central symbols of the Christian faith the cross? Well, yeah, because the death of Christ reconciles us to God.

Now I said a couple of weeks ago we all know something has gone wrong in us. There’s a yearning; there’s a desire for something more. 

That usually reveals itself as some sort of felt need. What I mean by that is we go, “Oh, my marriage is difficult. Oh, I have some addictions. Oh, I struggle with this, or I really have that.” 

But, those are symptoms of a greater problem. Those are symptoms of a greater disease.

The reality is those things, although they’re significant issues, are not your ultimate issues but are actually sprouting from your ultimate issue. 

Your ultimate issue is that you and I were created by God to commune with God and do life with one another. 

But, when sin entered the world, it fractured both of those, so we’re left hungry and thirsty with no real way to satisfy ourselves.

If you have an addiction issue, a relationship issue, or you name it, it’s springing out of the ground of your soul knowing it was made for more. 

You’re hungry, so you’re trying to eat, but it doesn’t satisfy. You’re trying to drink, but it will not quench your thirst. 

Christ’s death on the cross reconciles us to God. It puts us back in Eden. 

Eden was created, where Adam and Eve communed richly with God and with one another, naked and unashamed, no guilt, no shame, no fear, no death. 

The death of Christ on the cross reconciles us back to what the heart needs most.

Now it’s important to note here that the death of Christ on the cross in reconciling us to God, bringing us back into Eden, is Christ’s death rescuing the enemies of God back to God. 

The Bible is clear that there are none righteous, not even one. There’s really no one who is good. 

If you think you’re good, chances are you’re comparing yourself with someone who is just as broken as you are in an effort to feel better about yourself because, hey, at least you’re not that guy. 

There are none righteous, not one.  In fact, we are all “…like sheep [who] have gone astray. Every one of us has turned and done his own thing, turned his own way.” 

There are none righteous, not one. You are not a good person. I am not a good person. But, Christ’s death on the cross reconciles the enemies of God back to God.

There are two ways to be an enemy of God. You can be an enemy of God with irreligion, wanting nothing to do with spiritual things. 

Or you can also be an enemy of God by using religion of works (self-righteousness), to say the same thing the person using irreligion does. 

This person will use sex, drugs, money, wealth, or climbing the ladder to go, “I don’t need you, God; I’ve got this.” 

This person over here will say, “I’ve never murdered anyone, I even go to Sunday school. I sing the songs, I keep the laws, and I don’t need you, God. I’m a good person.” 

The approach is different but they end up saying the same thing to God. 

Whether it is irreligion or a religion of works, we walk as enemies of God. Jesus has come by his death to reconcile the enemies of God back to God.

As you read through the Gospels, you see Jesus extending mercy to prostitutes and a woman who had five husbands and now she was living with a man who isn’t her husband. 

Yet Jesus has compassion. Jesus is merciful. Jesus is inviting them into the covenant community. 

He woos and calls and rescues people some churches wouldn’t invite into their fellowship.

After the ascension of Christ, (after Jesus returns to heaven), which we’ll get to in a couple of weeks, it just keeps going. 

Saul of Tarsus, who breathes murder and threat against the church of Jesus Christ, the moral modern-day equivalent of a commander in ISIS, rescued, saved, and reconciled to God in Christ. 

You have Lydia, who’s a fashionista in Philippi. She has a house in Thyatira and a house in Philippi. That’s Paris and New York. 
She was a dealer in purple cloth. All of the kids were wearing her gear. A God-fearing, moral woman, not a Christian, saved, reconciled to God as an enemy of God.

You have the Philippian jailer, a former Roman soldier. He had been on the front lines, probably killed quite a few people, if you study the Roman Empire of that day. 

We know he was a cruel man. He put Paul in stocks when he wasn’t commanded to. He tortures Paul even though he wasn’t commanded to. 

And what happens? Jesus reconciles a man who was abusing the apostle Paul. A demon-possessed slave girl? Reconciled. Eunuch? Reconciled. 

We could go on and on. Jesus reconciles us to God. This is what he does. Jesus, the friend of sinners. 

This is what the cross is all about. This is why it’s beautiful. This is what it has to do with your life 2,000 years after the fact. 

Jesus’ blood, his death on the cross, reconciles us to God. Nothing else will. 

Not only does the death of Jesus reconcile us to God, but the death of Jesus purchases a people, creates the church. 

We see this most clearly in Acts 20:28 where Paul is speaking to the elders of the Ephesians church. He says: “Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God…” 

Here’s where you can highlight, underline, or just make a mental note. “…which he [Jesus] obtained with his own blood.”

The church was obtained, purchased, bought by the blood of Christ. You and I are here by the blood of Christ. 

If you look around the sanctuary this morning, what do you and I have in common? I mean, we have people with different educational levels, different family back grounds. You have some who have struggled with drug or alcohol and other who have never had had a drink.

There are some here how are the first, maybe even the only Christian in your family. There are others here who come from a wonderful legacy of Christ followers.

What could make us a people? The blood of Christ can. 

Look at what God has done. He has taken people from these different kinds of tracks, different backgrounds, different heartbreaks, different issues, different struggles, and he has put us together as a people. 

Yes, universally, but in context of this local church family. 

This is what God has done. It’s only the blood of Christ that brings us together like this and creates an environment where we would serve, love, and lay down our lives for one another. 

This is a beautiful thing, purchased by the blood of Christ. The death of Christ reconciles us to God and creates a covenant community. 

So how do we plug this into our grid of symmetry, clarity, community, and counsel? 

So symmetry. How does this information help form us to become more mature fully developed Christians? 

Well, maybe you’re in here today and you need to consider and think about the Word of God as it relates to your sin. 
You have a hard time believing your sin can be forgiven. Maybe you need to be encouraged that your sins are forgiven. 

Or maybe you’re here and you need to develop some symmetry in the other direction. Maybe you think your sin is not that big of a deal. 

You’ve become lazy when it comes to the sin in your life. You don’t think sin is that serious. “This doesn’t hurt anybody. It’s my little sin.”

Listen. One of the reasons the grotesque, horrific, violent death of Jesus needs to be considered, thought about, and gazed upon is because it helps you understand how much God hates sin, all sin.

If you want to know how badly God hates sin, look only to the cross of Christ and the reality of hell. 

So maybe you need to gaze upon the forgiveness of God and let that develop some better symmetry. Maybe you need to gaze upon the wrath of God and let that develop some greater symmetry.

Now when it comes to clarity, just one thing. Look right at me as I say this. 

If you are in Christ, you are fully and completely forgiven. No exceptions. No asterisks. No “what abouts.” No “what ifs.” 

In Christ, all of your sin, past, present, and future is fully absorbed in the cross of Jesus Christ, which is what we’ll talk about next week.

There is no sin imaginable with more power than the cross of Jesus Christ! 

There’s just not. There’s no sin imaginable with more power than the cross of Jesus Christ. You have to stop with thinking you’re the exception, you’re the asterisk, you’re the one.
It’s unimaginable that Christ’s death on the cross would reconcile the Philippian jailer who was actively torturing a man of God. 

It’s hard to get your mind around the rescue and ransom of Saul of Tarsus. As you look at ISIS beheading children and women, you’re not thinking, “One of those would make a great missionary.” 

But that’s not how God worked with Saul of Tarsus. No, he saved him. He reconciled the enemies of God back to God. 

Christ is the friend of sinners. He reconciles. Do you think you’re exempt? How? How is your sin more horrific than what we read and see in the Bible? 

Listen to me. In Christ, his death has set you free. You’re forgiven.

Now that we have symmetry and clarity, what should that do for our community? 

The death of Jesus Christ is the bedrock upon which our community is built. There are 51 “one another’s” in the New Testament. 

I’m not going to go through them, because there are 51 of them, but it’s, things like: “Love one another, serve one another, defer to one another, greet one another, encourage one another, speak life into one another, show preference to one another, outdo one another in honor.” 

The Bible creates this space by the blood of Christ, where we begin to be a counterculture to the world around us. 

Part of that is the optimism I spoke of last week, but part of it is how we love one another and serve one another and speak life into one another.

Even Christ himself said they would know we are Christians by our love for one another.
Community isn’t easy. With social media and cell phones we’re more connected than ever and yet we are lonelier than ever. 

We were meant to do life deeply and richly with one another in a given location, to serve, care, defer, and be optimistic together. 

This is how the death of Jesus reconciling us to God and creating community affects how we think about our community of faith. 

It is why you should belong to a church, not just go to one. Church is not meant by God to be an ecclesiological buffet. 

Now the last. How do we counsel ourselves?  

One of the reasons this all is so hard to believe that we can’t earn this nor will we ever deserve God’s love—the love that restores us to Him.

God knows the depth and darkness in our hearts and still offers to freely love us.

But the love of Christ is free. The blood of Christ has been spilled so God can fully love you, completely love you, completely forgive you, and still be a just, righteous God. 

You are fully and freely forgiven forever.” 

Still something in the back of our minds knows that can’t be true. 

I’m saying to you God knows, so he publicly put it out there on the cross, “I know. I got you. I get it.” 

He knows it’s scary to be us. Hebrews says he’s an empathetic high priest. He is the friend of sinners. Not the enemy of sinners, the friend of sinners. 

The cross is a visceral, visible picture of the love of God for you in Christ. He knows.

So get your eyes off of yourself self and look to the cross.

This is how the Bible says we’re transformed: by beholding the glory of Christ, not by being intimately aware of all of our shortcomings and failures. 

Look to the cross. 

If you study the story of the cross, as Jesus is beaten, mocked, belittled, spit upon, beard pulled out of his face, thorns jammed into his skull, struck with staffs, stripped naked in front of a crowd that hurls insults on him… 

As he’s nailed to the cross and drowns in his own blood, nailed to a piece of wood that he spoke into existence, held up by steel that he created, iron that he allowed to exist…

As the breath left his body upon absorbing all of God’s wrath toward mankind, “…who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross…”

They didn’t take his life; he gave his life, Jesus laid down his life. 

He even says that. “The Father loves me because I laid my life down, only to pick it up again. Nobody is killing me; I’m giving my life for a ransom of many.”

Jesus’ primary joy is in bringing glory to God, by reconciling us to God. 

So in this way, you and I are the joy set before Christ on that day. 

You will not find, in all of the philosophies and religions of man a more compelling, beautiful story than what we read here in our Scriptures. 

You get to stop striving and rest in the accomplished work of Jesus Christ. You don’t have to do; you get to be. 

You get to melt back into Eden. 

The blood of Jesus reconciles us to God and makes a people, puts our hearts back where they were meant to be: in communion with God and in community with one another.

So when we talk about Jesus suffering under Pontius Pilate, being crucified, dead, and buried, those are factual statements, but the truth, the weight, is really underneath the facts. 

That’s really the answer to Pilate’s question, “What is truth?” The truth is a man, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, our Lord. 

Let’s pray.

Move to communion.

Benediction  
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) 
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